
APPEARANCE CODE 
     Marion School District expects its students to dress appropriately while attending school. 
Students will be asked to use the following principles to guide them in choosing apparel. Student 
clothing must not disrupt the educational process. One’s clothing must not be personally 
hazardous in activities such as shop, lab work, physical education, art, and on-the-job training. 
Students must not wear immodest or profane clothing that shocks the conscience or wear 
clothing in an immodest manner. Students must refrain from wearing clothing that is made of 
see-through materials. Each school’s principal or designee is charged with determining if a 
student’s clothing is provocative in some way this resulting in a disruption to the educational 
process. Since clothing styles are ever-changing, each school’s administration is charged with 
providing updated and specific examples of proscribed clothing. 
 

     The Marion School District expects more of students with regard to appearance when 
representing their school or the district in interscholastic competitions, whether during the 
school day or after school hours. Facial jewelry may not be worn by students during such times. 
This shall include tongue piercings. Ear wear is excluded from this policy. 
 

     The Marion Board of Education expects its faculty members to enforce its schools’ appearance 
code. Because previous definitions of shirt length were repeatedly abused by students and were 
not enforced by faculty as required, the Board seeks to communicate more clearly its intent. The 
Board does not want “sagging” by students to be tolerated on any of its campuses. 
 

     Regarding head attire, at no time shall doo rags or sweatbands be worn by students during 
school or school activities. Hats, caps or sunglasses may not be worn inside the building. If worn 
correctly, hats, caps, ear warmers, toboggans, and sunglasses may be worn outdoors; not indoors 
unless there is documented medical necessity. Inside our buildings, hoodies that button or have a 
zippered front must be worn un-zippered or unbuttoned. This is to assure that our expectation 
that belts are to be worn and that shirts are to be tucked is met. Pullover hoodies do not meet the 
purposes of our appearance code and are not to be worn at school. 
 

     Young men will wear pants or appropriate length shorts that approaches the knee, i.e. longer 
than mid-thigh. Both pants and such shorts must have belt loops. Shirt tails are to be tucked in 
completely around the waist and a belt must be worn correctly and must be visible. Except in 
physical education class or athletic practices, belts are to be worn at all times by male students. 
This means that basketball shorts or other athletic shorts may not be worn outside of P.E. or the 
athletic period. Additionally, shirts worn by male students must have short sleeves at a minimum. 
 

     For female students, Starter© shorts, gym shorts, knit pants or spandex or clingy, immodest 
spandex-like materials worn as pants are not appropriate as school attire. However, leggings or 
spandex can be worn under a garment that otherwise meets our appearance code. Shorts and 
skirts worn must be of a length that approaches the knee, i.e. longer that mid-thigh. Additionally, 
the guideline of at least a 3 inch one piece shoulder covering is clarified to mean that straps must 
be three fingers wide. This clarification is to mitigate against any unnecessary showing of 
cleavage and/or one’s undergarments. 
 

     Students are prohibited from wearing, while on the school grounds during the school day and 
at school-sponsored events, clothing that exposes underwear, buttocks, or the breast of a 
female. This prohibition does not apply, however to a costume or uniform worn by a student 
while participating in a school-sponsored activity or event. 
 

The following consequences are adopted by semester for violations of the Appearance Code 
policy at Marion High School and Marion Jr. High: 

 

1st Offense: Warning 
2nd Offense: Suspension at the end of day; pending a parent conference 
3rd Offense: 1 day Saturday School 
4th Offense: 2 days In-School Suspension 
5th Offense: 5 days In-School Suspension 
6th Offense: 3 days Out-of-School Suspension 
7th Offense: 5 days Out-of-School Suspension 
8th Offense: 10 days Out-of-School Suspension 
Next Offense: Recommendation to superintendent for Expulsion 

Marion Middle School does not have Saturday School so the 3rd offense will be 1 day In-School 
Suspension. 
 

Students violating the appearance code policy at any extracurricular school activity will be asked 
to comply immediately with policy or leave the event (no refund for gate admission). 


